IN THIS ISSUE

Registration Is Now Open!
Limited Seating Available
"It's been two years in the making, but it's
finally here," exclaimed, Trust Executive
Director, Bea Pedersen. "And we are so
excited."
Ms. Pedersen is referring to the launch of
the Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service the new, online, educational program featuring
skills-enhancement courses targeted at funeral service practitioners new to the
profession as well as seasoned professionals seeking to acquire those muchneeded CE credits.
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DONATE NOW!

Supporting the Trust
is an investment in the future
of independent funeral service
and lifelong learning.
View Our Giving Levels!
"Our core team of funeral service professionals, led by Mark T. Higgins, Durham, Contributions are tax deductible.
NC, has designed a fantastic series, Service Excellence, which will feature four
gold-medal standard courses geared at enhancing one's overall customer service
QUICK LINKS
skills," added Ms. Pedersen. "We listened to the professionals and this program
•
Our Website:
was designed to meet their needs - and now it's here!"
www.selectedtrust.org
• Email us at
The Institute's first offering in this educational series, Making Best Impressions,
info@selectedtrust.org
will provide essential and valuable skills and tips that will help you work more
• Call us at 888-708-7878
effectively with your families.
or 847-236-0150
Explore the best practices that have been identified by industry leaders.
• Visit us on Facebook
Discover how to dress, stand, and present yourself with the greatest
influence and impact.
INSTALL ROUNDUP
Learn how to strengthen and reinforce your verbal and non-verbal
RoundUp is a mobile app
communication techniques.
that allows you to
donate your spare change
Your level of effectiveness starts with your first impression - make that
to the Future of
impression count! This course will teach you how to improve your image,
Independent Funeral Service.
enhance your communications skills and make the greatest impact on your
families.
Making Best Impressions is an easy-to-use, premiere online course. Follow the
weekly activities or complete it all at one time. The course is flexible and simple
to access.
Registration is now open but seating is limited! This gold-medal standard course,
which launches on Monday, August 3, will fill up quickly so register now!
Selected Independent Fneral Homes Member Fee: $245
Non-Member Fee: $345

Tributes
June 1 through
June 30, 2020

Non-Member Fee: $345
For more information about the Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service, contact
Leslie Kowalczyk.

June 30, 2020
The Trust wishes to recognize
those donors who graciously
made a gift in memory of….
Thomas F. McAfee, III

Trust's NEW Career Center
Helps Job Seekers find Positions at Selected
Member Firms.
As an integral part of its Workforce Development
Opportunities, the Trust has created a new Career
Center which provides a convenient way for any funeral
professional to make an employment change. The
process for posting qualifications online is easy and
costs nothing. Plus, the Career Center provides total
anonymity to the job seeker.

Panebaker Funeral Home
Michael & Kristin Newman
Hanover, PA
-------

Donations
The Trust wishes to recognize the
Members of the
Pyramid Builders Society
who continue to support
Trust Programs...

“Since its inception, the Career Center has proved very popular with funeral
professions seeking a discrete means of changing or improving their positions,”
said Trust Executive Director Bea Pedersen. “New postings are coming in
regularly, and we encourage all job seekers to take advantage of this no-cost
service.”

The Baue Family
Baue Funeral Homes,
Crematory and Cemetery
St. Charles, MO

Applicant postings are available exclusively to members of Selected Independent
Funeral Homes via a private web portal. For more information or to submit your
qualifications posting, visit our Career Center today!

Charles M. Billow
The Billow Funeral Homes
and Crematory
Akron, OH

Second-Career Scholarships
Announced
The Board of Trustees of the Selected Educational Trust is pleased to announce
the recipients of the 2020 Spring-Cycle Second-Career Scholarship Program
sponsored by Batesville. The following individuals will each receive a $1,500
scholarship towards tuition and fees:
Megan Moreland attending Gupton-Jones College of Mortuary Science,
Decatur, GA
Katerine Seiler attending Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science, Pitts, PA
"With a humbled heart, I say 'thank you' for
awarding me the 2020 Spring-Cycle Second-Career
Scholarship. My time at PIMS has been full and
meaningful. With this financial assistance, I gain
confidence in my future endeavors as I move nother
step closer to becoming a Funeral Director."
Katherine Seiler

"Thank you so much for this amazing news! I am truly
honored to have been selected." Regan Moreland

Congratulations Scholars!
For more information about the Second-Career Scholarship Program, please
contact Bea Pedersen.

Kimberly Farris-Luke
Farris Funeral Service, Inc.
Abingdon, VA
Mark T. Higgins
Durham, NC
James M. Shure
Robert E. Shure & Son
Funeral Home
New Haven, CT
Paul C. St. Pierre
Wilson St. Pierre
Funeral Service & Crematory
Indianapolis, IN
Eric and Barbara Trimble
Trimble Funeral Home
& Crematory
Moline, IL

contact Bea Pedersen.

First-Ever Virtual Silent Auction:
Contributions Needed
The Trust will hold its spectacular Silent Auction
fundraising event during Selected’s 2020 Annual
Meeting in late September. As with last year’s event,
the bidding on all items will be open to the public and
completed online.
And this year's event will be our first-ever all Virtual
Silent Auction. This unique format will allow our
bidders to view all the fabulous items virtually from
their laptops, tablets, or phones—anytime, anywhere!
To see our current list of spectacular items and toregister for online bidding, click
here!
We are still looking for some phenomenal gifts to add to this year's event. All
donors will be recognized on the Trust website and in all materials promoting the
auction. To find out how you can participate, contact Bea Pedersen.

Coming Full Circle to the Winners Circle
Meet Stacy Meeks - Trust Scholarship
Recipient!
The Selected Educational Trust provides lifelong
learning opportunities to all work within and for
the independent funeral service profession. We
provide these opportunities through programs that
include education, scholarship, research, and
workforce development. Trust Updates recently
had the pleasure of speaking with one of these top-notch professionals who has
come full-circle through the programs offered by the Trust in achieving her
professional goal and entering the Winners Circle!
Stacy Meeks had a terrific career as a customer-service representative for the
telecommunications firm, AT&T. She enjoyed her work and it enabled her, as a
single parent, to care for her disabled daughter, now a high-functioning adult with
hydrocephalus, her son, now a part-time college instructor, personal trainer and
cross-fit facilities owner, and her disabled and aging father.
A native of Aurora, IL, Stacy was also very active in her church and community
and most of her volunteer tasks fell to arranging, managing, assisting with or
attending funerals.
So when her AT&T branch announced they were downsizing and relocating staff,
Stacy opted for a “buy-out” option and it was no surprise to her that as a mature
woman with a family to support, she found herself turning to funeral service as a
second-career.
“Worsham College of Mortuary Science in Wheeling was the first mortuary
science program I researched, “ Stacy told Updates “and it had everything I
needed: a full-scale program that I could complete in one year, was local and
had a terrific staff.” But as with most college students, whether right out of high
school or on their second-career, Stacy found the financial aspect of attending
school while not currently employed, challenging.

school while not currently employed, challenging.
Fortunately, Worsham staff introduced Stacy to the Selected Educational Trust
Second-Career Scholarship Program. Stacy applied and was awarded a $1,500
scholarship in the spring of 2016 which enabled her to finish her degree and enter
the world as a funeral service professional.
“I was fortunate to have worked for several area firms in the past few years,”
Stacy told Updates, “but I knew I had a greater calling. I wanted to provide
affordable funeral service options to the people in my community who were
struggling financially.” Believing her life’s work to be in the favor of God, in
2020 Stacy opened Favor Mortuary & Funeral Services, providing low-cost
removal options for people in her community.
“This was a difficult year to launch a business,” said Stacy,”COVID-19 hit
everybody hard and finding a building and sifting through paperwork, legal
guidelines, marketing, sales – everything that goes along with a self-owned
business, was doubly difficult.”
However, Stacy wasn’t daunted and, although her business is in “delay-mode,” it
was not halted.
Once again, she turned to the Selected Educational Trust, only this time she was
seeking those much-needed CE credits to maintain her licensure.
“I didn’t need CEs when I was in school, but now as a continuing practitioner, I
did,” said Stacy. She received the Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service’s
brochure promoting the new online, educational course, Making Best Impressions
which provides CE credit. “This course would give me CE credits and let me take
the additional training I needed.”
She called Trust staff for more information and, after this conversation, Stacy
discovered that the Trust offers a Career Center opportunity where candidates can
post a résumé and professional qualifications anonymously and also learned
about the Employment Center which lists job openings.
It all comes full-circle: Stacy has discovered the comprehensive benefits and
resources offered by the Trust. She started as a Second-Career Scholarship
recipient, and now is enjoying the full scope of services including the Institute for
Exceptional Funeral Service, the Career Center, and the Employment Center.
Stacy Meeks is a funeral service professional who was able to benefit from these
much-needed program offerings. A unique individual and definitely a winner!
Congratulations, Stacy Meeks! And welcome to the Winners Circle!

Congratulations
Mortuary Science School Graduates!
On behalf of the Selected Educational Trust we want to congratulate you on
earning your Mortuary Science degree! We understand, more than most, the
obstacles imposed upon you during this very difficult time in our country’s
history. Yet you persevered and achieved your goal.

As a token of our appreciation for your efforts, we would like to offer you a
coupon for 50% off the registration fee for one course offered by the Institute for
Exceptional Funeral Service, the Trust’s new distance-learning, skillsenhancement program which launches August 1.

Watch our brief video about this special offer!
In addition, upon completion of that course, the Trust will reimburse you the
remainder of the course fee, making this offer good for the full course price. This
coupon is valid up to one year from issue date and can be used on any one course
offered in that time period from the educational series, Service Excellence!
If you will be graduating from Mortuary Science School or know someone who
is, please share this offer!

Click here to register for your discount coupon!

Sponsored by a grant from Answering Service for Directors (ASD).
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