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A Leadership Development Opportunity Like No Other

The Selected Leadership Academy offers a focused two-year curriculum
designed to engage and energize any Selected member wanting to build their
leadership skills.

The Selected Educational Trust is excited to offer two scholarships to help
Selected members build their leadership skills through the Selected Leadership
Academy: the Chester T. French Memorial Scholarship and a scholarship made
possible thanks to a generous grant from Homesteaders Life Company.

Academy Alumni Jamie Locke, Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, Mason
City, IA shared how impactful receiving an Academy scholarship was for her.
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City, IA shared how impactful receiving an Academy scholarship was for her.

"As the Academy Dean, Marguerite brings a wealth of knowledge and offers
practical leadership skills for firms of all sizes. I have been blessed to experience
the Selected Leadership Academy first-hand through the generosity of The Trust
and Homesteaders Life Company through their incredible scholarship opportunity.
I encourage those looking to bolster team building and communication to have
this at the top of their list!"

All applications must be received by January 31, 2024. Apply today!

Fan Favorite Course Now Offered On-Demand

Online courses offered by the Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service have
always offered immense flexibility for busy professionals, but now there’s even
more! Now introducing Making Best Impressions, offered fully on-demand!
Register and you can get started right away.

Making Best Impressions provides many valuable skills and tips that will help you
work more effectively with families. How you dress, stand, and present yourself
influences how people interact with you. Learn nuances to written and oral
communication that will strengthen what you say. Simple tips can help people
perceive you as being genuine and caring.

Who should take this course? This course is part of our signature Service
Excellence series, four core courses designed for individuals with three years of
funeral service experience or less. No matter the title, anyone that interacts with
client families will learn key building blocks crucial to every funeral service
professional.

Selected members are eligible for $100 discount. Group pricing is available. Email
institute@selectedtrust.org to secure your Selected member coupon code or to
learn more about group discounts.

What else does the Institute offer? Learn more here.
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Register Now

2023 – A Year of Momentum

Season's greetings to our friends of the Selected Educational Trust. On behalf of
the Trust staff team and Board of Trustees, we wish you a joyous holiday season
and a bright 2024.

The Trust continues to strive to carry out our mission to provide the best
educational opportunities for the advancement and support of all who work within
independent funeral service. Here’s a look back at what we’ve been up to this
year.

Scholarships Awarded

Four Second-Career Scholarships awarded thanks to the generosity of
Gunderson Funeral Home and C&J Financial
Selected Leadership Academy Scholarship awarded thanks to
Homesteaders Life Company
Mark L. Justen Memorial Scholarship
Michael R. St. Pierre Memorial Scholarship
Chester T. French Memorial Scholarship to the Selected Leadership
Academy
NEW! Two Ralph S. Turner Memorial Scholarships awarded
NEW! One Selected Study Groups hardship grant awarded
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Job Fairs

The Trust hosted 2 in-person job fairs this year
Representatives from 18 Selected member funeral homes participated
More than 120 students
10 states represented 

Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service

3 new courses launched this year
64 students registered for and participated in 13 courses
4.3 satisfaction rating

Administrative

We bade farewell to the Trust’s Administrative Assistant Deb McReynolds,
as she heads into retirement, and welcomed new Administrative and
Marketing Assistant Ashley Gottlieb.
We appointed four new members to the Board of Trustees. Welcome Robert
Justen, Justen Funeral Home & Crematory, McHenry, IL; Leigh Klemencic,
Physicians Mutual, Omaha, NE; JimmiAnne Lowe, Lowe Funeral Home &
Crematory, Inc., Burlington, NC; and Jason Winters, McClendon-Winters
Funeral Home, Okmulgee, OK.

If 2023 has been a year of momentum, then next year promises to be an even
more exciting year. With so much planned, we look forward to sharing some
exciting new offerings.

To our supporters and donors: Thank you. We can only do this because of
your support!



Pyramid Builders Are the Trust's Foundation

The Pyramid Builders Society was established to provide a giving opportunity for
our donors who want to make a significant impact on the independent funeral
service profession. This unique giving society forms the foundation of the Trust’s
core goals: scholarship, research, education, and workforce development.
Membership in this exclusive group acknowledges those individuals and firms
deeply committed to the future of the death-care profession.

Thank You to Pyramid Builders Society Members

Tom E. Antram, French Funerals & Cremations, Albuquerque, NM (2021 –
2024)

Arthur I. Erickson, Beecher & Bennett Inc., Hamden CT (2022 -2025)

Kimberly Farris-Luke, Farris Funeral Service, Inc., Abingdon, VA (2020 –
2023)

Flanner Buchanan, Indianapolis, IN (2022 – 2025)

William Hawkins, Founder Angeleno Mortuaries (In honor of Tom Johnson)
(2022 – 2025)

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc., Kevin D. Brown, New Castle, IN (2022
– 2025)

John and Claudia Kepner, Raymer-Kepner Funeral Home, Huntersville, NC
(2022 – 2025)

David H. Moore, Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, Mason City, IA
(2020 – 2023)

Robert Nunnaley, Pines Funerals, Carthage, NC (2020 – 2026)

Kevin Schoedinger, Schoedinger & Company, Columbus, OH (2022 – 2025)

Sean and Cynthia Thompson, Thompson Funeral Chapel, Goodyear, AZ
(2021 – 2024)

Baue Family Charitable Fund, Lisa Baue and John Devaney, Saint Charles,
MO (2018 – 2021)

Charles M. Billow, The Billow Funeral Homes and Crematory, Akron, OH
(2018 – 2021)

Mark Higgins, Durham, NC (2019 – 2022)

James M. Shure, Robert E Shure & Son Funeral Home, New Haven, CT
(2019 – 2022)

Paul C. St. Pierre, CFSP, Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory,
Greenwood, IN (2019 – 2022)

Eric and Barbara Trimble, Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory, Moline, IL



Eric and Barbara Trimble, Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory, Moline, IL
(2018 – 2021)

Contact Stefanie Favia to find the year-end giving opportunity that is right for you.

Trust Announces New Executive Director

We are excited to announce the promotion of Stefanie Favia to Executive Director
of the Trust. Stefanie has served as our Senior Director of Development since
October of 2021, and since then she has guided the organization through a period
of positive growth and development.

Stefanie has a lengthy history within Selected Independent Funeral Homes and
the Selected Educational Trust and has served in a number of managerial and
support capacities during her ten-year history on the staff team. “Stefanie is a
tremendous asset not only to the Educational Trust but to all of Selected,” said
Rob Paterkiewicz, Administrative Trustee for the Trust. “She has earned this
advancement through her care, dedication and ability to plan and execute for the
betterment of the entire organization.”

We can't wait to see how the Trust will thrive under her leadership! Send Stefanie
your congratuations.

mailto:stefanie@selectedtrust.org
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We Make it Easy for Selected Members to Give

Selected members will have received your 2024 membership dues invoices in the
mail this month. Take care of two tasks at once by adding a donation to the Trust
directly onto your Selected dues payment. Uphold lifelong learning in support of
the Educational Trust all while ensuring you have continued access to the
learning opportunities and connections to other leaders in the independent funeral
profession that Selected provides. Add any amount to your dues payment and
that donation will go directly to the Selected Educational Trust to help fund our
programs and scholarships in the coming year.

Make a Gift

Thank You to Our Donors

November 1 - 30, 2023

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch, Cleveland, OH (In memory of
Robert Groff, Jr.)
Debra McReynolds, McHenry, IL
Dulle-Trimble Funeral Home, Kent W. Trimble, Jefferson City, MO
Haisley Funeral and Cremation Service, Richard F. Haisley, Fort Pierce, FL
J. Mark and Jennifer Busch, Cleveland, OH (In honor of James Busch)
Panebaker Funeral Home, Inc., C.M Newman, Hanover, PA (In memory of Robert Groff, Jr.)
Ryan Mortuary, Inc., Stephen Ryan, Salina, KS
Sean Fagan, Outcompete Marketing, Sugar Hill, GA
Teresa Gyulafia, Batesville, Greenville, NC

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend.
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.
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Selected Educational Trust
One Overlook Point, Suite 530, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
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