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Selected Educational Trust

The Selected Educational Trust is pleased to list those 
individuals and organizations whose support provided 

between January 1 and December 31, 2023, has made the 
many successes of our programs possible and our growth 

exponential in every sense of that word. These donors made 
gifts of cash, pledges, and in-kind donations in support 
of enhanced educational and workforce development 

opportunities for all who work within and for the 
independent funeral service profession.

 
On behalf of the Selected Educational Trust Board of 
Trustees, Selected Independent Funeral Homes Board 
of Directors, Trust staff, and the many funeral service 

professionals whose careers were impacted by these 
generous gifts, we thank you!



Tom Antram 
French Funerals & Cremations 

Albuquerque, NM

Kevin D. Brown 
Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc. 

New Castle, IN

Bruce Buchanan 
Flanner Buchanan 
Indianapolis, IN

Arthur I. Erickson 
Beecher & Bennett, Inc. 

Hamden, CT

Kimberly Farris-Luke 
Farris Funeral Service, Inc. 

Abingdon, VA

William Hawkins, Founder 
Angeleno Mortuaries 

Northridge, CA 
In Memory of Tom Johnson

John and Claudia Kepner 
Raymer-Kepner Funeral Home 

Huntersville, NC

David H. Moore 
Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels 

Mason City, IA

Robert Nunnaley 
Pines Funerals 
Carthage, NC

Kevin Schoedinger 
Schoedinger & Company 

Columbus, OH

Brad and Mary Kay Speaks 
The Speaks Foundation 

Independence, MO

Sean and Cynthia Thompson 
Thompson Funeral Chapel 

Goodyear, AZ 

Pyramid Builders Society
January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2023 

$15,000 AND UP
The donors in this special society have made a commitment to the Trust of at least $15,000. 

We are deeply grateful to this distinguished group of leaders who have paved the way for the future of the Trust 
through their foresight, leadership, and support.

THE SPEAKS 
FOUNDATION 



Trust Sentinels
$2,500  to $14,000

Trust Guardians
$1,000 to $2,499 

J. Mark and Jennifer Busch, Cleveland, OH

Downing & Lahey Mortuary, Thomas R. Morris, Wichita, KS

The Foresight Companies, Chris Cruger, Phoenix, AZ

Geisen Funeral, Cremation & Reception Centre, 
 Larry Geisen, Crown Point, IN

Hackman Family Funeral Homes, Gregory B. Hackman, 
 Sturgis, MI

Haisley Funeral and Cremation Service, Richard F. Haisley 
  Fort Pierce, FL

Keohane Funeral Home, John E. Keohane, Quincy, MA

Lensing Funeral & Cremation Service, Michael Lensing 
  Iowa City, IA

Luce, Luze & Reck Funeral Homes, Tiffany Hofer, Miller, SD

The Meeks Mortuary and Crematory, David Cox, 
 Muncie, IN

O’Connor Mortuary, Joseph G. Fitzgerald 
 Laguna Hills, CA

Panebaker Funeral Home, Inc., C.M Newman, Hanover, PA

Risher Mortuary & Cremation Service, 
 Barbara Risher Welch, Montebello, CA

Selected Study Group Sea

Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory, 
 Eric and Barb Trimble, Moline, IL

Waite & Son Funeral Homes Medina Chapel 
 Christopher Waite, Medina, OH

Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels, Inc. 
 William McReavy, Minneapolis, MN

Welch & Cornett Funeral Home Walton Funeral Service, Inc. 
Garrett Todd Walton, Linton, IN

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home, Al Asta, Phoenix, AZ

Trust Champions
$500 to $999

Jack W. Allen, Cumming, GA

Alhiser-Comer Mortuary, Megan Comer, Escondido, CA

Baker-Hazel & Snider Funeral Home & Crematory, 
 Richard Snider, Dayton, OH

The Billow Funeral Homes and Crematory 
 Charles M. Billow, Akron, OH

Bisbee-Porcella Funeral Home, Ann Ciccarelli, Saugus MA

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
  Cleveland, OH

M. Robert Etzweiler Funeral Home, Ashlee G. Etzweiler 
 York, PA 

Laurens B. Fish, Austin, TX

Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, David Moore, 
 Mason City, IA

Johnson Consulting Group, Jake J. Johnson, Scottsdale, AZ

Kelco, Alicia Carr, Big Lake, MN

Porter Loring Mortuary, Porter Loring, San Antonio, TX

McClendon-Winters Funeral Home, Jason Winters 
 Okmulgee, OK

Pierson’s Funeral Service, Ltd., Michael J. Pierson 
 Calgary, AB, Canada

Selected Study Group Game Changer

Randy Schoedinger, Columbus, OH

Speers Funeral Chapel, Inc., J. Todd Lumbard 
 Regina, SK, Canada

Bruce Tannahill, Owen Sound, ON, Canada

Richard C. Tetrick, Elizabethton, TN

Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey Funeral Home, Joshua N. Blake 
 Waco, TX

Iles Funeral Homes, Inc.-Dunn’s Funeral Home 
and Crematory, John Wild, Des Moines, IA

Robert A. Pumphrey Funeral Home Bethesda-Chevy Chase, 
Inc., William A. Pumphrey, Bethesda, MD

The Sam Viersen Family Foundation, Inc., Tulsa, OK



Trust Patrons
$100 to $499 

Anonymous

ASD, Kevin Czachor, Media, PA

Bauer Funeral Homes and Cremation Services, Inc. 
 Jennifer Bauer Eroh, Kittanning, PA

Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service and Crematory 
 Chris Branson, Mooresville, IN

Carmon Community Funeral Homes, John C. Carmon 
 Windsor, CT

Dulle-Trimble Funeral Home, Kent W. Trimble, 
 Jefferson City, MO

Sean Fagan, Outcompete Marketing, Sugar Hill, GA

Teresa M. Gyulafia, Greenville, NC

Haben Funeral Home & Crematory, John W. Haben 
 Skokie, IL

Halpin-Bitecola Brookdale Funeral & Cremation Services 
 Bloomfield, New Jersey

Harden-Pauli Funeral Home, Lawrence Pauli, Eustis, FL

The Meierhoffer Family, Scott Meierhoffer, St Joseph, MO

J.T. Morriss & Son, Inc., James Tolleison Morriss VI 
 Petersburg, VA

Mark Musgrove, Eugene, OR

Ryan Mortuary, Inc., Stephen Ryan, Salina, KS

Selected Group 1 Fund

Selected Group 4 Fund

Robert Solich, Cleveland, OH

Wise Funeral Service, David E. Wise, Bucyrus, OH

Denise Zoephel, Lakemoor, IL

Trust Friends
Up to $99 

Debra McReynolds, McHenry, IL



The Trust also would like to highlight here those donors who sponsored various Trust programs.

Ambassador of the Year Awards Program
Physicians Mutual, Omaha, NE

Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service
Baue Family Charitable Fund, St. Charles, MO

Kimberly Farris-Luke, Farris Funeral Service, Inc., Abingdon, VA

Selected Leadership Academy 

Homesteaders Life Company, West Des Moines, IA

Scholarship Program

Second-Career Scholarship Program
C&J Financial, LLC, Rainbow City, AL
Gunderson Funeral Home, Madison, WI



Ralph S. Turner Memorial Scholarship
A.S. Turner & Sons, Inc., Robert “Cy” Hume, Decatur, GA

Chester T. French Memorial Scholarship
French Funerals & Cremations, Tom Antram, Albuquerque, NM

Fall 2023 
Matching Gift Challenge

National Guardian Life Insurance Company (NGL) 
Madison, WI

Job Fair 
Sponsors

ASD, Media, PA
Kelco, Big Lake, MN

Michael R.St. Pierre Memorial Scholarship
Betty and Paul C. St. Pierre, CFSP, Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory, Greenwood, IN

Mark Justen Memorial Scholarship
Justen Funeral Home & Crematory, Robert Justen and Nancy Justen, McHenry, IL



2023 Silent Auction
The Trust would like to express its gratitude to everyone that helped to make the 2023 Silent Auction a truly fun and successful 

fundraising event. Listed below are all of the item donors and winning bidders.

The Billow Funeral Homes and Crematory 
 Nathanael Billow, Akron, OH

Kevin D. Brown, Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc. 
 New Castle, IN

Monte Crabbs, Parker, CO

Cremation Recycling, Kevin McKay, Des Plaines, IL

Arthur I. Erickson, Beecher & Bennett Inc., Hamden CT

Stefanie Favia, Milwaukee, WI

M. Robert Etzweiler Funeral Home, Ashlee G. Etzweiler 
 York, PA

Federated Insurance, Ken Deason, Owatonna, MN

Matthew J. Fiorillo, White Plains, NY

Flanner Buchanan, Carlos Figueroa, Indianapolis, IN

Fry and Prickett Funeral Home, Robert Nunnaley 
 Carthage, NC

Ashley Gottlieb, Reno, NV

Graystone Associates, Scott Newton, Webster, TX

Gunderson Funeral Home, Rachel Gunderson, Madison, WI

Hackman Family Funeral Homes, Gregory B. Hackman 
 Sturgis, MI

Marguerite Ham, Igniting Success, Parker, CO

Tiffany A. Hofer, Luce, Luze & Reck Funeral Homes 
 Miller, SD

Amy G. Hunt, McHenry, IL

Jake Johnson, Johnson Consulting Group, Scottsdale, AZ

Todd Kale, Kale Funeral Home, Osceola, IA

Kelco, Alicia Carr, Big Lake, MN

Keohane Funeral Home, John E. Keohane, Quincy, MA

Dean and Jill Lambert, West Des Moines, IA

JimmiAnne Lowe, Lowe Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc. 
Burlington, NC

Clarence R. Lyons, III, C.R. Lyons & Sons, Inc. 
 Danvers, MA

Joseph J. Mahn, Mahn Family Funeral Home 
 Red Wing, MN

Debra McReynolds, McHenry, IL

Messenger LLC, Heather Garman, Auburn IN

David H. Moore, Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels 
  Mason City, IA

James Tolleison Morriss VI, J.T. Morriss & Son 
 Petersburg, VA

C.M Newman, Panebaker Funeral Home, Inc. 
 Hanover, PA

Robert Paterkiewicz, Gurnee, IL

Eileen Perice, Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s Raphael-Sacks, Inc. 
 Philadelphia, PA

Michael J. Pierson, Pierson’s Funeral Service, Ltd. 
 Calgary, AB, Canada

Precoa, Tyler Anderson, Portland, OR

Sarah Pojanowski, Mishawaka, IN

Lacy Robinson, Prospect, KY

Gayla D. Satre, Mankato Mortuary, North Mankato, MN

True Fitted by M. Kenny’s, Sean Khemani, Irvine, CA

Your Funeral Coach, Lisa Baue, Parker, CO

Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home, Al Asta, Phoenix, AZ

Jason C. Winters, McClendon-Winters Funeral Home 
 Okmulgee, OK

C.A.R.E. Initiative
Flanner Buchanan, Carlos Figueroa, Indianapolis, IN

Haisley Funeral and Cremation Service, Richard F. Haisley, Fort Pierce, FL

Panebaker Funeral Home, Inc., C.M Newman, Hanover, PA

Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory, Eric and Barb Trimble, Moline, IL

Welch & Cornett Funeral Home Walton Funeral Service, Inc. 
Garrett Todd Walton, Linton, IN



Welcome Celebration and Trust Reception 
at the 2023 Annual Meeting

SILVER SPONSOR

Precoa, Portland, OR
Tribute Technology, Middleton, WI

BRONZE SPONSORS
C&J Financial, LLC, Rainbow City, AL
Cremation Recycling, Des Plaines, IL
Flanner Buchanan, Indianapolis, IN
Funeral Directors Life, Abilene, TX
Johnson Consulting Group, Scottsdale, AZ 
Kelco, Big Lake, MN
Legacy.com, Chicago, IL
Dodge, Billerica, MA
The Whitt Group, Traveler’s Rest, SC
Your Funeral Coach, Parker, CO

COPPER SPONSORS
Aftercare.com, Clinton, NC
Cadence, Saskatoon, SK, Canada
Davis Whitehall Co., Colorado Springs, CO
Eternity’s Touch, Wallaceburg, ON, Canada
Facultatieve Technologies, Milford, OH
Federated Insurance, Owatonna, MN
Full-Circle Aftercare, Matthew Van Drimmelen 
  Layton, UT
Granville Urns, Greensboro, NC
Graystone Associates, Webster, TX
Heartland, Oklahoma City, OK
Homesteaders Life Company, West Des Moines, IA
International Mortuary Shipping, Union, SC
Live Oak Bank, Wilmington, NC
Messenger LLC, Auburn IN
OneRoom, Las Vegas, NV
Passare, Abilene, TX
PlotBox, Boston, MA
The Foresight Companies, Phoenix, AZ
Tukios, Ogden, UT

The Welcome Celebration is the official kick-off of Selected’s Annual Meeting and it sets the stage for the unique exchange of 
knowledge and ideas that takes place during the week by fostering friendships old and new. The Trust Reception is a very 

special affair held immediately preceding the Welcome Celebration, to honor friends of the Trust, old and new. 
The Trust Reception also features the Ambassador of the Year Awards ceremony, honoring two individuals who have 

demonstrated their commitment to the Trust and its mission. We gratefully thank each of the sponsors 
that made these two phenomenal events possible!



Jack W. Allen, Cumming, GA

Tom Antram, French Funerals & Cremations, Albuquerque, NM

Charles M. Billow, The Billow Funeral Homes and Crematory, Akron, OH

Joshua N. Blake, Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey Funeral Home, Waco, TX

J. Mark and Jennifer Busch, Cleveland, OH

Alicia Carr, Kelco, Big Lake, MN

Ann Ciccarelli, Bisbee-Porcella Funeral Home, Saugus MA

Arthur I. Erickson, Beecher & Bennett, Inc., Hamden, CT

Laurens B. Fish, Austin, TX

John W. Haben, Haben Funeral Home & Crematory, Skokie, IL

Jake J. Johnson, Johnson Consulting Group, Scottsdale, AZ

John E. Keohane, Keohane Funeral Home, Quincy, MA

Porter Loring, Porter Loring Mortuary, San Antonio, TX

J. Todd Lumbard, Speers Funeral Chapel, Inc., Regina, SK, Canada

Scott Meierhoffer, The Meierhoffer Family, St. Joseph, MO

James Tolleison Morriss VI, J.T. Morriss & Son, Inc., Petersburg, VA

Mark Musgrove, Eugene, OR

Michael J. Pierson, Pierson’s Funeral Service, Ltd., Calgary, AB, Canada

Randy Schoedinger, Columbus, OH

Robert Solich, Cleveland, OH

Brad and Mary Kay Speaks, The Speaks Foundation, Independence, MO

Richard C. Tetrick, Elizabethton, TN

Bruce Tannahill, Owen Sound, ON, Canada

Christopher Waite, Waite & Son Funeral Homes Medina Chapel, Medina, OH

Ambassador of the Year Envoy
in honor of James H. Busch and Dean Lambert

The Trust is pleased to recognize these special tribute gifts made in honor of the following individuals.



In Honor of
STEFANIE FAVIA

Luce, Luze & Reck Funeral Homes, Tiffany Hofer, Miller, SD

Denise Zoephel, Lakemoor, IL

FUNERAL DIRECTOR DAILY

Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, David Moore, Mason City, IA

JOHN GRECO

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc., Kevin D. Brown, New Castle, IN

AMY HUNT

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc., Kevin D. Brown, New Castle, IN

McCOMAS FUNERAL HOME, P.A.

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc., Kevin D. Brown, New Castle, IN

J MITCHELL

Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service and Crematory, Chris Branson, Mooresville, IN

The Trust is pleased to recognize these special tribute gifts made in honor of the following individuals.



In Memory of
RICHARD ANTRAM

Al Asta, Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home, Phoenix, AZ

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
 Cleveland, OH

Keohane Funeral Home, John E. Keohane, Quincy, MA

Waite & Son Funeral Homes Medina Chapel 
Christopher Waite, Medina, OH

W. ALLEN BAILEY

Jennifer Bauer Eroh, Bauer Funeral Homes and Cremation 
Services, Inc, Kittanning, PA

Pierson’s Funeral Service, Ltd., Michael J. Pierson 
Calgary, AB, Canada

RICHARD BIBBER

Carmon Community Funeral Homes, John C. Carmon 
Windsor, CT

Keohane Funeral Home, John E. Keohane, Quincy, MA

Selected Group 1 Fund

BARBARA BROUSSARD

Hackman Family Funeral Homes, Gregory B. Hackman 
Sturgis, MI

STUART COMER

Alhiser-Comer Mortuary, Megan Comer, Escondido, CA

PETER DOUCH

Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey Funeral Home, Joshua N. Blake 
 Waco, TX

CHARLES GRECO

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

Downing & Lahey Mortuary, Thomas R. Morris 
Wichita, KS

Selected Study Group Game Changers

ROBERT GROFF

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

Panebaker Funeral Home, Inc., C.M. Newman, Hanover, PA

BARBARA HACKMAN

Hackman Family Funeral Homes, Gregory B. Hackman 
Sturgis, MI

JEANNE HAZEL

Baker-Hazel & Snider Funeral Home & Crematory 
Richard Snider, Dayton, OH

PATRICIA HEALD

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

PAT ILES

Baue Family Charitable Fund, Lisa Baue 
Saint Charles, MO

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

BRUCE OLSON

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

Selected Group 4 Fund

MICHAEL RHONEY

Selected Group 1 Fund

JOHN ROOT

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

BONITA THOMAS

Selected Group 1 Fund

JOHN WILD, SR.

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch 
Cleveland, OH

Downing & Lahey Mortuary, Thomas R. Morris 
Wichita, KS

The Trust is pleased to recognize these special tribute gifts made in memory of the following individuals.



For more information, please contact
Stefanie Favia

Executive Director
Stefanie@SelectedTrust.org

888-708-7878 or 847-236-0150

SelectedTrust.org

Selected Independent Funeral Homes Eductional Trust
One Overlook Point, Suite 530 

Lincolnshire, IL 60069

The Selected Educational Trust is incorporated 
as a 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization 

as recognized by the IRS. Contributions to the 
Selected Educational Trust are 

tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.


