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Meet the 2024 Ambassadors of the Year

The Trust is pleased to announce its 2024 Ambassador of the Year Award
recipients. Established in 2021, the Ambassador of the Year Awards Program
honors individuals for their outstanding contributions to the mission and vision of
the Selected Educational Trust, their personal and significant contributions to the
independent funeral service profession, and their commitment to provide lifelong
learning opportunities for all who work within and for this time-honored profession.
Each year, two individuals, a Funeral Service Professional and an Industry
Partner Leader, are selected by the Board of Trustees to receive this
distinguished award. The recipients are honored during a ceremony held at
Selected’s Annual Meeting. This year’s recipients are:

Robert Nunnaley, Fry and Prickett Funeral Home, Carthage, NC, 2024
Ambassador of the Year - Funeral Service Professional
Tim Bridgers, Live Oak Bank, Wilmington, NC, 2024 Ambassador of the
Year - Industry Partner Leader
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Please join us in congratulating and honoring these distinguished Ambassadors
of the Year.
The Awards Ceremony will take place during the Selected Educational Trust
Reception, to be held on Wednesday, September 25 at Disney’s Grand Floridian
Resort & Spa in Florida, in conjunction with Selected’s Annual Meeting.

The Trust thanks Physicians Mutual, sponsor of the Ambassador of the Year
Awards Program since its inception in 2021.

Be an Ambassador Envoy! Make a gift to the Trust in honor of this year's Award
recipients and be recognized as an Ambassador Envoy to show your support of
these outstanding professionals.

Make a Gift in Their Honor

Where Are They Now: Catching Up with Past Scholarship
Recipients

We've reached out to past scholarship recipients to find out how receiving a
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We've reached out to past scholarship recipients to find out how receiving a
scholarship from the Trust impacted their path as funeral service professionals.
This month, we took some time to sit down with Edy Ballard, one of our 2021
Second-Career Scholarship recipients.

Tell us what you are currently doing in the funeral profession. How did
receiving this scholarship help you get here?

"I’m currently a licensed funeral director at [Selected member firm] Voss & Sons
Funeral and Cremation Services in Seymour, Indiana. This is a family-owned firm
that has been in business since 1899. I’m one of 3 licensed directors, but I’m the
primary director to meet with families. I love our team and this small community.
I’m the first full-time female funeral director they’ve had, and the community has
been very welcoming to me. The scholarship I received not only helped me
financially but played a huge role in encouraging me to keep pushing forward
toward my goal."

What do you enjoy most about working in funeral service?

"My story is a bit unique in that I started pursuing this career straight out of high
school, went a different direction, and finally (at age 59) returned to mortuary
school at the height of the pandemic. So I can honestly say I’ve waited all my
adult life to become a funeral director, and I love it every bit as much as I always
thought I would. There really isn’t a part of this job that I don’t like. I’d have to say
that what I love the most is working with families on the arranging side. I consider
it a sacred honor. Every time I write out my license number or someone asks what
I do for a living, I still find it a bit surreal. I finally did it."

What advice do you have for students pursuing a career in funeral service?

"I have a lot of advice for today’s potential students! First, when selecting a
school, research national board pass/fail rates. Also, try to get a job (any job) in a
funeral home before you even enroll. Please don’t go through school having
never worked a day in the field; it’s not for everyone. It’s important to understand
all that is involved in the profession: you will likely spend more time with living
people than with the dead, so if you’re an extreme introvert or hate working with
people, this is not the field for you! The work can be very physical; you’ll stand a
lot, and especially through your internship, you’ll do a lot of menial tasks like
washing fleet cars, prep room laundry, and maybe assisting coroners in the field.
Always remember you’re honoring the families you serve with each task, no
matter how insignificant it seems. And finally, in most parts of the country, this is
still a very conservative profession. You will limit employment opportunities with
each visible tattoo or piercing."

What are your future goals in the funeral profession? What do you look
forward to in the future?

"I was hoping to find a firm that I loved and could stay with for a long time. I do
believe I’ve found that employer, so I consider myself very blessed. I want to keep
learning and perhaps mentor some younger people thinking of joining the
profession. In that regard, my goals are very simple. I want to get better at the
things I’m not yet completely comfortable with, experience different kinds of
funerals (for example, we recently did a Sikh funeral) and keep my embalming



funerals (for example, we recently did a Sikh funeral) and keep my embalming
skills sharp."

Thank you Edy for your insight and sharing your story! Click here for more stories
of our impact, or share yours with us.

We Know You CARE About the Future of the Profession

If your firm operates a crematory, donating to the Trust has never been easier.
Allocate a portion of your total recycling revenues with Cremation Recycling (or
the recycler of your choice) to the Selected Educational Trust. Cremation
Recycling will take it from there! Your allocated recycling revenues will then
automatically be converted into tax-deductible donations to the Trust. Then sit
back and watch your donations turn into programs that help individuals like Edy
Ballard thrive in the independent funeral service profession.

Ready to participate? Complete this Online Form today. Contact Stefanie Favia or
click here to learn more.
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Refresh You Skills from Anywhere 

Looking to level up your skills this summer? Take an online course from the
Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service, now powered by National Guardian Life
Insurance Company (NGL).

Choose from courses like Conflict Resolution with Families, Guiding Families
Toward Meaning and Healing, Mastering the Inquiry Phone Call, and so many
more.

For a limited time only, enter code ‘NGLInstitute’ at checkout for a 50% discount
off the full price (a savings of almost $100). Clients of NGL, members of Selected
Independent Funeral Homes, and students enrolled in mortuary science
education programs are eligible for additional savings and should email
institute@selectedtrust.org to learn more.

Register Now
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Guess the Silent Auction Item

We’ve already received some really exciting items for this year’s auction,
including the pictured item above, donated by Kelco. Can you guess what it is?

What will you donate to the 2024 Silent Auction to help make this year’s event the
biggest one yet? Donors are recognized on the auction platform and in the Donor
Honor Roll. Here are some ideas of items you could donate.

Electronics (smartwatches, iPads, headphones)
Fine jewelry, handbags, accessories
Tickets to sporting events
Professional services
Children’s gifts
Family-fun experiences (river boat rides, outdoor fun)

Donating an item couldn’t be simpler! Just submit an Item Contribution Form and
email a photo of your item to Ashley Gottlieb by August 16.

Stay tuned later this summer to learn more about the auction items and how to
participate in the auction virtually!

Thank You to Our Donors

June 1-30, 2024

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch, Cleveland, OH (In memory of Mark
Baue)
The Dodge Company, Debbie Dodge, Billerica, MA
Downing & Lahey Mortuary, Thomas R. Morris, Wichita, KS (In memory of Fred Bates and
Mark Baue)
Haisley Funeral and Cremation Service, Richard F. Haisley, Fort Pierce, FL
Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, David H. Moore, Mason City, IA (In memory of Garry
Thomas)
John and Claudia Kepner, Raymer-Kepner Funeral Home, Huntersville, NC
Selected Group 4 Fund (In memory of Garry Thomas)

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend.
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.

Make a Gift
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Be sure to add our email address to your address book or safe senders list so our emails get
to your inbox.
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