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Get to Know 2024 Ambassador of the Year Robert Nunnaley

Each year, the Trust honors two individuals for their outstanding contributions to 
the mission and vision of the Selected Educational Trust through the Ambassador 
of the Year Awards Program, sponsored by Physicians Mutual. We recently sat 
down with Robert Nunnaley, named the 2024 Ambassador of the Year - Funeral 
Service Professional, for a conversation about history and paying it forward for 
the next generation.

Tell us a little bit about your story and the key figures who helped you get to 
where you are.

"I began my funeral service career in 1986 at Thos. Shepherd and Son Funeral 
Home, then an NSM firm. A year after completing mortuary school at Gupton 
Jones in Atlanta, GA, I moved to Carthage to work with Tommy Prickett at Fry & 
Prickett Funeral Home. He and I worked together for 28 years. During those years 
we had a very close bond with each other. He was good to me and good to the 
community. I learned so much from him, mostly how to treat others.
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"In 2022 I formed a partnership with two close colleagues, Carl and Ben Jenkins, 
for the sole purpose of giving independent funeral home owners the option to sell 
to keep their funeral homes independently owned. The Caring Group’s mission is 
to try and retain the staff, look for key employees who are aspiring to grow within 
the company, and train them in management and even future ownership. I was 
given the opportunity to fulfill my lifelong dream of owning my own business 
because someone helped me and that is something we want to do for young 
people who have dreams of managing or owning their own business someday."

What does membership in Selected mean to you?

"Selected has been a big part of my life since being invited to join in 2007. I have 
taken full advantage of many of the offerings Selected offers to develop and grow 
leaders including the Selected Leadership Academy and Selected Study Groups. 
As a recipient of a Selected Leadership Academy Scholarship, I have always 
wanted to give back. One way I have been able to do that is through the Selected 
Educational Trust. Being in a position to give back is exciting to me because I see 
many other funeral professionals taking advantage of the Trust to further their 
learning within our longstanding profession."

Tell us about your family and what you do outside of the funeral home.

"My wife Kerry and I enjoy spending time together away from work. In 2016, we, 
along with three other families, started a church plant in our community with the 
help of our local church conference. As a lay leader, I had to learn a whole new 
set of leadership skills, but it has been a blessing. God never puts more on us 
than we can handle and this year we were able to get a full-time pastor, relieving 
me of many responsibilities that I had.

"I look forward to finding more ways to give back my time and resources to a 
profession that has been good to me. I have been very blessed and want to share 
those blessings with others."

Be an Ambassador Envoy! Make a gift to the Trust in honor of this year's Award 
recipients and be recognized as an Ambassador Envoy to show your support of 
these outstanding professionals.

Make a Gift in Robert's Honor
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Congratulations to our Second-Career Scholarship Recipients!

Did you know that the Trust awarded $9,000 in scholarships this summer to
students enrolled in mortuary science programs across the country? We are so
impressed by these recipients; they’ve each shared their stories and what this
means to them and their future. Congratulations to:

Amanda Trigleth attending San Antonio College, San Antonio, TX
Emilia Stephens attending Ivy Tech Community College, Indianapolis, IN
Mauree Shields attending American Academy McAllister Institute, New
York, NY
Payton Twilley attending Gupton-Jones College of Funeral Service, Decatur,
GA

Recipient Mauree Shields sums up the sentiment shared by many of the
recipients. "It was so validating to receive the scholarship because it seems like
my ideas and thoughts and passions were understood and appreciated by the
scholarship board. [This] was so important to me, especially as a first-generation
funeral director with no roots or network in the industry already."

Applications open soon for the Fall 2024 Second-Career Scholarship cycle and
will be due by October 31.
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Where Are They Now: Catching Up with Past Scholarship
Recipients

We've reached out to past scholarship recipients to find out how receiving a
scholarship from the Trust impacted their path as funeral service professionals.

Jayanna Macklin received a Second-Career Scholarship 10 years ago.
"Transitioning from healthcare to funeral service was challenging, but this
scholarship played a vital role in helping me succeed in my new career."

Click the image above to hear more about Jayanna’s story. Click here for more
stories of our impact, or share yours with us.
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Register Now

Navigate Family Conflict with Care

Family conflict. It impacts everything, from arrangement planning to bereavement. 
In the online course, Conflict Resolution with Families, you will learn how to 
identify sources of family division and effectively work through them. Developed 
by Dr. Bill Hoy, this course will teach tools to allow you to effectively help family 
members work together well enough to create meaningful memorial events.

For a limited time only, enter code ‘NGLInstitute’ at checkout for a 50% discount 
off the full price (a savings of almost $100). Clients of NGL, members of Selected 
Independent Funeral Homes, and students enrolled in mortuary science
education programs are eligible for additional savings and should email 
institute@selectedtrust.org to learn more.
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If You Bid in the Silent Auction, You Could...

…Go salmon fishing in Vancouver.

…Hone your pizza-making skills.

…Add to your funeral history collection.

But most importantly, you could help fund scholarships and programs that are 
actively building the future of the profession.

This year’s Silent Auction kicks off in less than a month, and we are so excited for 
this year’s event!

Donating an item couldn’t be simpler! Just submit an Item Contribution Form and 
email a photo of your item to Ashley Gottlieb by August 16.

Stay tuned later this summer to learn more about the auction items and how to 
participate in the auction virtually!



Thank You to Our Donors

July 1-31, 2024

Answering Service for Directors (ASD), Kevin Czachor, Media, PA
Tom E. Antram, French Funerals & Cremations, Albuquerque, NM (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Baue Family Charitable Fund, Lisa Baue, Parker, CO (In memory of Fred Bates)
Hackman Family Funeral Homes, Gregory B. Hackman, Sturgis, MI (In memory of Dorothy
Centi)
Tiffany A. Hofer, Luce, Luze & Reck funeral Homes, Miller, SD (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, David Moore, Mason City, IA (In memory of Dorothy
Centi)
Keohane Funeral Home, John E. Keohane, Quincy, MA (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Megan Comer, Alhiser-Comer Mortuary, Escondido, CA (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Panebaker Funeral Home & Cremation Care Center, Inc., C. Michael Newman, Hanover, PA
Selected Group 1 Fund (In memory of John Crane and Franis Murphy)
Paul St. Pierre, Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory, Greenwood, IN (In memory of
Michael St. Pierre)
Waite & Son Funeral Homes Medina Chapel, Christopher Waite, Medina, OH (Ambassador
Envoy Gift)
Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels, Inc., William McReavy, Minneapolis, MN

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend.
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.

Make a Gift
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