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Selected Educational Trust Awards $9,000 in Scholarships This Spring 

 
LINCOLNSHIRE, IL — August 28, 2023 — The Board of Trustees awarded four scholarships totaling 

$9,000 this spring. Second-career scholarships awarded this cycle include two sponsored by Gunderson 

Funeral Home and the Michael R. St. Pierre Memorial Scholarship. The Board of Trustees faced the 

arduous task of choosing the recipients out of the more than 30 applicants.  

 

The recipients are: 

• Amanda Trigleth attending San Antonio College, San Antonio, TX, awarded the Spring 2024 

Second-Career Scholarship sponsored by Gunderson Funeral Home 

• Emilia Stephens attending Ivy Tech Community College, Indianapolis, IN, awarded the Spring 

2024 Second-Career Scholarship sponsored by Gunderson Funeral Home 

• Mauree Shields attending American Academy McAllister Institute, New York, NY, awarded the 

Michael R. St. Pierre Memorial Scholarship 

 

"We often hear personal stories of students that have felt drawn to this profession for much of their 

lives, and are finally able to take the steps to make it a reality,” said Stefanie Favia, the Trust’s Executive 

Director. “The Trust created this scholarship program specifically for these individuals, making sacrifices 

and taking risks toward a better future for themselves and the profession." 

 

Recipient Mauree Shields sums up the sentiment shared by many of the recipients. "It was so validating 

to receive the scholarship because it seems like my ideas and thoughts and passions were understood 

and appreciated by the scholarship board. [This] was so important to me, especially as a first-generation 

funeral director with no roots or network in the industry." 

 

In addition, the Trust awarded its third Ralph S. Turner Memorial Scholarship to Payton Twilley 

attending Gupton-Jones College of Funeral Service, Decatur, GA. Established in 2023 with a gift from A.S. 

Turner and Sons, Decatur, GA, this scholarship granted one $5,000 award to a student graduating from 

mortuary science school in the state of Georgia this year. To honor Mr. Turner’s memory, this 

scholarship is designed to award those who value a work ethic and effort, as demonstrated not 

necessarily by perfect grades but by the hard work it takes to succeed in funeral service.  

 

Second-Career Scholarships are awarded by the Selected Educational Trust to individuals who have 

chosen funeral service later in their career journey and currently are attending mortuary school. Since 

this program was launched in 2010, the Trust has awarded more than $95,000 in tuition scholarships to 
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students pursuing mortuary sciences as a second career. Applications open soon for the Fall 2024 

Scholarship Cycle and will be due by October 31. Visit selectedtrust.org/second-career-scholarship for 

more information, or contact info@selectedtrust.org.  

 

 

 
### 

 
About the Selected Educational Trust 
The mission of the Selected Educational Trust (www.selectedtrust.org) is to provide the best educational 
opportunities for the advancement and support of all who work within the independent funeral service profession. 
To fulfill this mission, the Trust provides programs which offer scholarships to mortuary science students and 
funeral service professionals, online education through its Institute for Exceptional Funeral Service powered by 
National Guardian Life Insurance Company (www.funeral-institute.org) and networking and employment 
opportunities through its Workforce Development Centers. 
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