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Get to Know 2024 Ambassador of the Year Tim Bridgers

Each year, the Trust honors two individuals for their outstanding contributions to
the mission and vision of the Selected Educational Trust through the Ambassador
of the Year Awards Program, sponsored by Physicians Mutual. We recently sat
down with Tim Bridgers, named the 2024 Ambassador of the Year - Industry
Partner Leader, for a conversation about history and paying it forward for the next
generation.
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Tell me a little bit about your professional history and how you got where 
you are today.

"From 2004 to 2014, I ran a small business in Wilmington, NC. This experience 
was invaluable. The exposure to marketing, people management, and budgeting 
set the stage for my next chapter.

"I started my lending career in the funeral home profession at Live Oak Bank in 
late 2014. My duties included annual budgeting, forecasting, P&L management, 
leadership, and loan portfolio management regarding retention and quality. I was 
responsible for meeting production targets with safety and soundness in the 
forefront. I provided support for creative loan structure and creative professional 
partnerships in business development.

"In early 2017, I was given the opportunity to lead the funeral home and cemetery 
lending team as we provided over $800 million of funeral home loans across the 
US. In 2021, I went back to school to get my MBA while still maintaining 
responsibilities at Live Oak Bank. Following graduation, I then stood up an 
additional vertical at Live Oak Bank in property management.

"Having owned my own business, I understand the day-to-day grind necessary 
for success and the importance of taking care of the staff and the customer. As a 
banker, my goal was to encourage customers to make the right loan decision for 
their financial future, ensuring their success. For good financial health, business 
owners need a baseline understanding of financial management and how to 
position for the best decision making. My passion is to provide those 
fundamentals outside of the core product."

Lifelong learning is not just a tenet of the Selected Educational Trust; it 
seems to resonate in your personal life as well. Can you share some 
examples of your commitment to lifelong learning?

"I have studied mechanical engineering, ergonomics for certification, national 
personal training certifications. I received a BA in Business administration and 
finance, and an MBA in corporate finance and leadership. I also provide about 15 
speaking engagements per year on educational topics."

Can you share a little about your past accomplishments that have been 
most meaningful to you?

"I am a Cairn Coin Recipient, presented by Chris Rose, founder/owner of Cairn 
Partners. The coin represents someone who strives for excellence with empathy 
and integrity in an effort to support the profession. This meant a lot to me 
because Chris strives to understand people’s true intentions and their character. 
The fact he took the time to observe me and give me this coin, meant a ton.

"Also, being invited to serve on the Board of Trustees for the Selected 
Educational Trust. My passion for education and support of small business 
owners shined through with this opportunity to continue to serve. Selected has 
always presented as a first-class organization that values high-end education for 
its members, providing an unmatched experience for collaboration and peer-to-
peer learning.



"And finally, earning my MBA from the UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School. I 
have been a Tar Heel fan all my life. The opportunity to become a Tar Heel, and to 
achieve a master’s from the number one full-time online MBA program was an 
honor and great challenge during the heart of COVID. This was a true test of 
discipline and focus despite responsibilities with family and work."

Tell me a little bit about your family and what you do after hours and for fun.

"I consider myself an avid outdoorsman. I love to plant food plots for healthy wild 
deer, turkey, and dove populations. In 2023, launched a family farm business 
where we breed high quality exotic fallow deer. Being able to watch this wildlife on 
my farm is a true blessing and provides me great balance. I also travel to other 
parts of the US for Whitetail deer. I specialize in managing exotic fallow deer and 
love interacting with these animals up close.

"Exercise and fitness will always be a part of my DNA. I’m now teaching my 
daughter how to exercise properly as she prepares for her second year of high 
school softball."

Things you are proud of personally?

"I would not be where I am in my career without my relationship with Jesus Christ. 
He is my rock!

"My family! My wife has been so reliable with my travel schedule, ensuring that 
our two kids have what they need at all times. This allows me to focus when away 
from home. My son, Gavin, is 17 and entering his junior year of high school. My 
daughter is 15 and entering her sophomore year of high school. This is my WHY."

Be an Ambassador Envoy! Make a gift to the Trust in honor of this year's Award 
recipients and be recognized as an Ambassador Envoy to show your support of 
these outstanding professionals.

Make a Gift in Tim's Honor
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Time is Ticking: Give Today and Double Your Impact

Did you know that Tribute Technology is currently matching all gifts made to the
Trust?

Now through September 30, Tribute Technology will match dollar-for-dollar, up to
a total of $10,000. It’s the best time of year to give, when your contribution will be
doubled!

Double My Donation



Ready, Set, Bid

The Trust's signature fall fundraiser kicks off in just a few days--are you ready for
it? The catalog is live now and new items are still being added! Here's what you
need to know.

Bidding opens on Wednesday, September 18, and closes at 4:00 p.m.
Central on Friday, September 27.
New this year! Buy tickets to enter a raffle to win an impressive collection of
bourbon bottles donated by Kevin McKay of Cremation Recycling.
All bidding is conducted online, so anyone can participate from anywhere!
The Trust partners with SilentAuctionPro to host the auction online, so
before you can bid, be sure to set up your account and enter a credit card.
All proceeds go directly to supporting the Trust's scholarships and 
programs.

Help us make this year's event the biggest yet!

Peruse the Auction Catalog



Second-Career Scholarship Applications Now Being Accepted

Do you know someone that is in mortuary science school and pursuing funeral
service as a career later in life? Second-Career Scholarships offered by the
Selected Educational Trust are the perfect way to support the development and
growth of the apprentices and funeral assistants on your team. Two $1,500
scholarships will be awarded this December. But don’t wait, applications must be
received by Tuesday, October 31.

Apply Today
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New Employee Candidate Listings in the Career Center

Looking to hire or simply want to see what kind of candidates are available?
When is the last time you checked out the Trust's Career Center?

The Career Center offers any funeral service professional seeking to make a
change in their employment setting the opportunity to post their professional
qualifications anonymously and for free. These listings are then available
exclusively to Selected member firms. New candidates have uploaded their
qualifications and some may be in your area.

View Eligible Candidates
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Make a Gift
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Thank You to Our Donors

August 1-31, 2024

Beecher & Bennett, Inc., Arthur I. Erickson, Hamden, CT
Bisbee-Porcella Funeral Home, Ann Ciccarelli, Saugus MA
Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service and Crematory, Chris Branson, Mooresville, IN
(Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Etzweiler Family Funeral Service, Ashlee G. Etzweiler (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Hughes Family Tribute Center, DeWayne and Stephanie Hughes, Dallas, TX (Ambassador
Envoy Gift)
Smith Funeral Home, Broadway Inc., April Smith Collins, Broadway, NC (Ambassador Envoy
Gift)
Starks Family Funeral Homes, Thomas Starks, Saint Joseph, MI (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Tribute Technology, Middleton, WI
Welch & Cornett Funeral Home, Garett Todd Walton, Linton, IN (Ambassador Envoy Gift)
Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home, Al Asta, Phoenix, AZ (Ambassador Envoy Gift)

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend.
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.
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