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Where Are They Now: Catching Up with Past Scholarship
Recipients

We've reached out to past scholarship recipients to find out how receiving a
scholarship from the Trust impacted their path as funeral service professionals.

Gary Goodson received a Second-Career Scholarship 5 years ago. He made the
decision to enter funeral service after retiring from a 25-year career in law
enforcement. “One of the things that I truly enjoy about funeral service is meeting
with families. This is understandably the worst time in their life, and if I can help
them through this journey of making the preparations for their loved one, then it's
truly well worth it. Especially at the end of when I'm finished meeting with families
truly well worth it. Especially at the end of when I'm finished meeting with familiesand they come up and shake my hand or give me a hug and say, ‘you made this
so much simpler than what we truly thought it would be.’”

Click the image above to hear Gary share his story. Watch more stories of our
impact, or share yours with us.



How Can You Help Families Toward Meaning and Healing?

It can be difficult to know what to say when a family calls or walks through your
doors. You may be afraid of intruding, saying the wrong thing, or making the
person feel even worse. But your comfort and support can make all the
difference. While we, as funeral professionals, cannot take away the intense pain
of a family’s loss, we can show them how much we care about them and how we
can help them as they begin their grief journey. In the exclusive online course,
Guiding Families Toward Meaning and Healing, you will examine the various
ways you can build connections with families, earn their trust, and create value in
the services you provide.

For a limited time only, enter code ‘NGLInstitute’ at checkout for a 50% discount
off the full price (a savings of almost $100). Clients of NGL, members of Selected
Independent Funeral Homes, and students enrolled in mortuary science
education programs are eligible for additional savings. Email
institute@selectedtrust.org to learn more.

Register Now



We're Thankful for our Donors

On December 3, people all around the world are coming together to tap into the
power of human connection and strengthen communities and change our world.
Will you be one of them?

Here is how you can get ready to give:

Follow us on Facebook! We’re sharing stories all month about how our donors
help make a difference for the future of the profession.

Spread the word. Encourage your colleagues to join you in creating real impact
on December 3 by sharing what our mission means to you and why you support
the Trust.

Give. On December 3, go to selectedtrust.org and give.

We’re only able to further our mission of lifelong learning in independent funeral
service because of supporters like you. We hope you’ll join us on Giving Tuesday!



We Make it Easy as Pie

If your firm operates a crematory, donating to the Trust has never been easier.
Allocate a portion of your total recycling revenues with Cremation Recycling (or
the recycler of your choice) to the Selected Educational Trust. Cremation
Recycling will take it from there! Your allocated recycling revenues will then
automatically be converted into tax-deductible donations to the Trust. Then sit
back and watch your donations turn into programs that help individuals like Gary
Goodson thrive in the independent funeral service profession.

Ready to participate? Complete this Online Form today. Contact Stefanie Favia or
click here to learn more.



Follow the Trust on Social Media

Make sure to follow the Trust on Facebook and LinkedIn to be in the know on
every fresh job posting, scholarship opportunity, and announcement. Plus, be the
first to hear the personal stories of our donors and scholarship recipients.

Thank You to Our Donors

October 1-31, 2024

Baue Family Charitable Fund, Lisa Baue, Parker, CO (In Memory of Marlene Morris)
Bryan-Lee Funeral Home, P.A. Lee, Garner, NC
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors, Inc., Pampa TX
Cypress Lawn, Robert Gordon, Colma, CA
Holloway Funeral Home, PA, Johnathan Holloway, Salisbury, MD
Iles Funeral Homes, Inc.-Dunn's Funeral Home and Crematory, John Wild, Des Moines, IA
Justen Funeral Home & Crematory, Robert Justen, McHenry, IL (In Memory of Mark and
Nancy Justen)
McClendon-Winters Funeral Home, Jason Winters, Okmulgee, OK
Pines Funerals, Robert Nunnaley, Carthage, NC
The Sam Viersen Family Foundation, Jason Winters, Tulsa, OK
Selected Past Officers Council (In Memory of Fred Bates)
Whitney & Murphy Funeral Home, Al Asta, Phoenix, AZ

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend.
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.

Make a Gift
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