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To provide the best educational opportunities for the advancement and support
)f all who work within and for-the-independent funeral service profession.

A Leadership Development Opportunity Like No Other

The Selected Leadership Academy offers a focused two-year curriculum
designed to engage and energize any Selected member wanting to build their
leadership skills.

The Selected Educational Trust is excited to offer two Chester T. French Memorial
Scholarships to help Selected members build their leadership skills through the
Selected Leadership Academy.

Academy Alumni Wes Elmes of Haskett Funeral Homes in Lucan, ON, Canada,
shared how impactful receiving an Academy scholarship was for him.

"Apart from the lifelong friendships and connections | made through the
Leadership Academy, | truly learned a lot about myself as a person, a mentor, and
a leader. | will be forever grateful for the opportunity to have received a
scholarship through the Selected Educational Trust to attend the Leadership
Academy. It is an extra stepping stone in supporting you to become a great leader
in your firm."

All applications must be received by January 31, 2025.




y Lifelong Learning Starts Now —

Give $25 in Honor of 2025

In just the last 2 years, the Selected Educational Trust has awarded $32,000 in
scholarships, connected 125 potential job seekers with employers through job
fairs and online job placement tools, and offered 10 online skill enhancement
courses for funeral professionals through the Institute for Exceptional Funeral
Service. The Trust is poised to continue to flourish in 2025, offering the tools and
resources that help independent funeral professionals thrive. For Selected
members, when your 2025 membership dues invoice arrives, we ask you to
consider adding a tax-deductible donation of just $25 onto your dues payment to
demonstrate your support of the future of the profession. Not a Selected
member? Make your year-end gift now!

Donate Now




Pyramid Builders Are the Trust's Foundation

The Pyramid Builders Society was established to provide a giving opportunity for
our donors who want to make a significant impact on the independent funeral
service profession. This unique giving society forms the foundation of the Trust’s
core goals: scholarship, research, education, and workforce development.
Membership in this exclusive group acknowledges those individuals and firms
deeply committed to the future of the death-care profession.

Thank You to Pyramid Builders Society Members

Tom E. Antram, French Funerals & Cremations, Albuquerque, NM (2021 —
2024, 2024 — 2027)

Arthur I. Erickson, Beecher & Bennett Inc., Hamden CT (2022 -2025)
Flanner Buchanan, Indianapolis, IN (2022 — 2025)

William Hawkins, Founder Angeleno Mortuaries (In memory of Tom
Johnson) (2022 — 2025)

Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service, Inc., Kevin D. Brown, New Castle, IN (2022
—2025)

John and Claudia Kepner, Raymer-Kepner Funeral Home, Huntersville, NC
(2022 — 2025)

Robert Nunnaley, Pines Funerals, Carthage, NC (2020 —2023, 2024 — 2026)
Kevin Schoedinger, Schoedinger & Company, Columbus, OH (2022 — 2025)
Sean and Cynthia Thompson, Thompson Funeral Chapel, Goodyear, AZ
(2021 — 2024)

Baue Family Charitable Fund, Lisa Baue and John Devaney, Saint Charles,
MO (2018 — 2021)

Charles M. Billow, The Billow Funeral Homes and Crematory, Akron, OH
(2018 — 2021)

Kimberly Farris-Luke, Farris Funeral Service, Inc., Abingdon, VA (2020 —
2023)

Mark Higgins, Durham, NC (2019 — 2022)



« David H. Moore, Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, Mason City, 1A
(2020 — 2023)

« James M. Shure, Robert E Shure & Son Funeral Home, New Haven, CT
(2019 — 2022)

« Paul C. St. Pierre, CFSP, Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory,
Greenwood, IN (2019 — 2022)

« Eric and Barbara Trimble, Trimble Funeral Home & Crematory, Moline, IL
(2018 — 2021)

Contact Stefanie Favia to find the year-end giving opportunity that is right for you.

Online Course: Meaningful Funeral Arrangements

It can be daunting making funeral arrangements with families. In the exclusive
online course, Funeral Arrangements: Make Them Meaningful, discover the
essential skills that will simplify this process. The next time you enter the
arrangement room, know what to expect, effective ways to ensure you
understand what the family wants, and how to create a valuable experience for
everyone. The end result is a service that truly honors the person who died.

This course is just one of many exclusive courses offered by the Institute for
Exceptional Funeral Service, powered by NGL. For a limited time only, enter code
‘NGLInstitute’ at checkout for a 50% discount off the full price (a savings of almost
$100). Clients of NGL, members of Selected Independent Funeral Homes, and
students enrolled in mortuary science education programs are eligible for
additional savings. Email institute@selectedtrust.org to learn more.




Thank You to Our Donors
November 1-30, 2024

Frank E. Smith Funeral Home and Crematory, Frank E. Smith, Lancaster, OH

French Funerals & Cremations, Tom Antram, Albuquerque, NM

Haisley Funeral and Cremation Service, Richard F. Haisley, Fort Pierce, FL

Halpin-Bitecola Brookdale Funeral & Cremation Services, Bloomfield, New Jersey
Panebaker Funeral Home & Cremation Care Center, Inc., C. Michael Newman, Hanover, PA
Ryan Mortuary, Inc., Stephen Ryan, Salina, KS

Thomas McAfee Funeral Home-Downtown, Thomas F. McAfee, Greenville, SC

Welch & Cornett Funeral Home Walton Funeral Service, Inc., Garrett Todd Walton, Linton, IN

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.
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