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The Trust Awards $10,000 in Leadership Scholarships 

 
LINCOLNSHIRE, IL — February 26, 2025 — The Selected Educational Trust has announced two Chester T. 

French Memorial Scholarship recipients for the 2025-2027 class of the Selected Leadership Academy: 

• Megan Ott, Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, Mason City, IA 

• Alisha Gilliland, Fry and Prickett Funeral Home, Carthage, NC 

These scholarships, valued at more than $5,000 each, provide the recipient with full two-year tuition 

plus an annual stipend to participate in the Selected Leadership Academy, a unique and rewarding 

educational opportunity offered exclusively to members of Selected Independent Funeral Homes. The 

Academy is a personalized journey for those, regardless of title or position, who believe their leadership 

matters and choose to become better. 

“I am eager to develop the tools to lead effectively in all circumstances—whether steady or stormy—

and help my team thrive,” said Megan Ott. “This program will help me grow into the leader my 

colleagues and community deserve, ensuring our locally-owned funeral home's proud legacy of 

excellence continues for generations to come.” 

“I have had several careers, all of which I know led me to my calling as a Funeral Director & Embalmer at 

Fry and Prickett Funeral Home,” said Alisha Gilliland, who has served in the military, worked as a nurse, 

and taught grades 1 through 12, before finding funeral service last year. Robert Nunnaley, owner of Fry 

and Prickett, is also a past recipient of the Trust’s Leadership Academy scholarship and graduate of the 

Selected Leadership Academy. In his acceptance speech as the 2024 Ambassador of the Year, Nunnaley 

said, “I applied for the scholarship, and I got it and that was so exciting to me because the next two 

years helped me really to develop into a manager. Managing people is a very difficult thing to do right.” 

"Selected’s Leadership Academy teaches you how to lead yourself, your team, and your organization," 

stated Stefanie Favia, the Trust’s Executive Director. "The graduates of this program are truly the future 

leaders of the profession, and we are honored to be able to make this program accessible through these 

memorial scholarships." 

For more information about the Selected Educational Trust, visit www.selectedtrust.org or contact 

Stefanie Favia, Executive Director, at stefanie@selectedtrust.org.  
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About the Selected Educational Trust 
The mission of the Selected Educational Trust (www.selectedtrust.org) is to provide the best educational 
opportunities for the advancement and support of all who work within the independent funeral service 
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profession. To fulfill this mission, the Trust provides programs which offer scholarships to mortuary science 
students and funeral service professionals, online education through its Institute for Exceptional Funeral 
Service powered by National Guardian Life Insurance Company (www.funeral-institute.org) and networking 
and employment opportunities through its Workforce Development Centers, now powered by Global Atlantic 
Financial Group. 
 
Images included: Headshots of scholarship recipients Megan Ott and Alisha Gilliland 
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