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Spring Scholarship Season is Here!

Spring has arrived; that means it’s time to start working on your application for the 
Spring Second-Career Scholarships! Do you know someone that is in mortuary 
science school and pursuing funeral service as a career later in life? Second-
Career Scholarships offered by the Selected Educational Trust are the perfect 
way to support the development and growth of the apprentices and funeral 
assistants on your team. Thanks to sponsor Gunderson Funeral and Cremation 
Care, two $1,500 scholarships will be awarded this June. But don’t wait, 
applications must be received by May 31.

Apply Now
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Congratulations to Scholarship Recipients 
Megan Ott and Alisha Gilliland

The Selected Educational Trust has announced two Chester T. French Memorial 
Scholarship recipients for the 2025-2027 class of the Selected Leadership 
Academy: 

• Megan Ott, Hogan-Bremer-Moore Colonial Chapels, Mason City, IA 
• Alisha Gilliland, Fry and Prickett Funeral Home, Carthage, NC 

These scholarships, valued at more than $5,000 each, provide the recipient with 
full two-year tuition plus an annual stipend to participate in the Selected 
Leadership Academy, a unique and rewarding educational opportunity offered 
exclusively to members of Selected Independent Funeral Homes. The Academy 
is a personalized journey for those, regardless of title or position, who believe 
their leadership matters and choose to become better. 

“I am eager to develop the tools to lead effectively in all circumstances—whether 
steady or stormy—and help my team thrive,” said Megan Ott. “This program will 
help me grow into the leader my colleagues and community deserve, ensuring 
our locally-owned funeral home's proud legacy of excellence continues for 
generations to come.” 

“I have had several careers, all of which I know led me to my calling as a Funeral 
Director & Embalmer at Fry and Prickett Funeral Home,” said Alisha Gilliland, who 
has served in the military, worked as a nurse, and taught grades 1 through 12, 
before finding funeral service last year. 

"Selected’s Leadership Academy teaches you how to lead yourself, your team, 
and your organization," stated Stefanie Favia, the Trust’s Executive Director. "The 
graduates of this program are truly the future leaders of the profession, and we 
are honored to be able to make this program accessible through these memorial 
scholarships."

Recognizing Leaders in Funeral Service: 
Submit Your Nominations Today! 

Established in 2021, the Ambassador of the Year Awards Program honors 
individuals for their outstanding contributions to the mission and vision of the 
Selected Educational Trust, their personal and significant contributions to the 
independent funeral service profession, and their commitment to provide lifelong 
learning opportunities for all who work within and for this time-honored profession.

Each year, two individuals, a Funeral Service Professional and an Industry 
Partner Leader, are selected by the Board of Trustees to receive this 
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distinguished award. The recipients are honored during a ceremony held at 
Selected’s Annual Meeting. Looking for inspiration? Watch last year’s acceptance 
speeches. “This award is a highlight of my professional career, one that I'll never 
forget and always cherish," said Tim Bridgers, recipient of the 2024 Ambassador 
of the Year Industry Partner Leader Award.

Do you know who should be honored next? Nominate yourself or a colleague for 
this prestigious honor by May 31, 2025.

The Trust thanks Physicians Mutual, sponsor of the Ambassador of the Year 
Awards Program since its inception in 2021.

Find and Keep the Best

Struggling to find and keep top talent in funeral service? The online course, 
Recruitment and Retention, equips you with creative strategies to attract, 
onboard, and retain the best employees. Learn how to leverage LinkedIn, 
behavioral-based interviews, and social media for recruitment. Develop 
onboarding strategies that set new hires up for success. Discover simple yet 
effective retention practices that reduce turnover and enhance job satisfaction. 
With a limited pool of experienced candidates, now is the time to refine your hiring 
and retention approach. Register today and build a team that strengthens your 
business for the long run! 

This course is just one of many exclusive courses offered by the Institute for 
Exceptional Funeral Service, powered by NGL. For a limited time only, enter code 
‘NGLInstitute’ at checkout for a 50% discount off the full price (a savings of almost 
$100). Clients of NGL, members of Selected Independent Funeral Homes, and 
students enrolled in mortuary science education programs are eligible for 
additional savings. Email institute@selectedtrust.org to learn more.

Register Now

Thank You to Our Donors

February 1 - 28, 2025

Busch Funeral and Crematory Services, James H. Busch, Cleveland, OH (In memory of 
Bruce Tannahill) 
Carlisle-Branson Funeral Service and Crematory, Chris Branson, Mooresville, IN (In memory 
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of J. Mitchell) 
Downing & Lahey Mortuaries & Crematory, Thomas R. Morris, Wichita, KS (In memory of 
Bruce Tannahill) 
Selected Group 1 Fund (In memory of Bruce Tannahill) 
Wilson St. Pierre Funeral Service & Crematory, Paul St. Pierre, Greenwood, IN (In memory of 
Michael St. Pierre)
Denise Zoephel (In memory of Bruce Tannahill) 

Make your gift in memory or in celebration of a loved one, family member, colleague or friend. 
For more information on ways to give, contact Stefanie.

Make a Gift
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Be sure to add our email address to your address book or safe senders list so our emails get 
to your inbox.
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Selected Educational Trust
One Overlook Point, Suite 530, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
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